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Abstract

Michel Foucault is a well-known French who remains in celebrity even today 25 years
after his death. Everyday all over the world, there might be found several mentionings of his name
in the new publications, possibly in the fields of philosophy, history, psychology, politics,
literature, etc.

Foucault’s main profession is teaching philosophy. He is, however, unsatisfied with its
traditional contents, because he thinks that philosophers generally are trained to see the problems,
to get into the problems and to propose the solutions. Foucault himself wants to make himself an
authentic philosopher by trying to spot out the real problems of the actual society, to approach the
real causes of the problems so as to solve them by the right hits. He does not think that he should
be the Master, but only a Prophet of no Master, just to stimulate more and more thinkers to think
further and further. He has no Utopia to offer, because for him there is no end of problem-solving,
because he expects the on-going of new problems in society without saturation as long as humans
are animals with rationality.

This paper limits itself only to 3 topics as examples of Foucault’s discussion.

1. Madness and Reason

2. Experience and Knowledge

3. Criminality and Judicial Power
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' Charles Foucault, Technologies of the Self, p.11. “All my analyses are against the idea of universal necessities in human
existence. They show the arbitrariness of institutions and show which space of freedom we can still enjoy and how many

changes can still be made.”
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? Charles Foucault, Politics, Philosophy, Culture, p.14. “You see, that’s only I really work like a dog and I worked like a dog
all my life. I am not interested in the academic status of what I am doing because my problem is my own transformation.”

? Gilles Deleuze, Foucault, p.114.
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* Charles Foucault, Birth of The Clinic, p.xvi. “We are doomed historically to history, to the patient construction of discourses
about discourses, and to the task of hearing what has already been said.”

’ 1bid.,p.163. “The sign no longer speaks the natural language of disease, it assumes shape and value only within the questions
posed by medical investigation. There is nothing, therefore, to prevent it being solicited and almost fabricated by medical
investigation. It is no longer that which is spontaneously stated by the disease itself, it is the meeting point of the gestures of

research and the sick organism.”
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’ 1bid, pp.10-11. “The new history is confronted by a number of methodological problems, several of which, no doubt, existed
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that articulate the material...the determination of relations that make it possible to characterize a group.
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recent date. And one perhaps nearing its end.”
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"' Charles Foucault, The Thought From Outside, pp.15-16. “We are standing on the edge of an abyss that had long been
invisible: the being of language only appears for itself with the disappearance of the subject. How can we gain access to this
strange relation? Perhaps through a form of thought whose still vague possibility was sketched by Western culture on its

margins. A thought that stands outside subjectivity, setting its limits as though from without. Articulation its end, making its
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dispersion shine forth, taking in only its invincible absence; and that at the same time stands at the threshold of all positivity,
not in order to grasp its foundation or justification but in order to regain the space of its unfolding, the void serving as its site,
the distance in which it is constituted and into which its immediate certainties slip the moment they are glimpsed -- a thought
that, in relation to the interiority of our philosophical reflection and the positivity of our knowledge constitutes what in a word

we might call ‘the thought from the outside’.
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Charles Foucault, “Introduction” in I, Pierre Riviere, p.ix. “On the unique document that is Riviere’s Memoir, and
immediate and complete silence ensued.”

° 9 Charles Foucault, Discipline and Punish.
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" Charles Foucault, ibid. “...there was Pierre Riviere, with his innumerable and complicated engines of war; his crime, made
to be written and talked about and thereby to secure him glory in death, his narrative, prepared in advance and for the purpose
of leading on to the crime, his oral explanations to obtain credence for his madness, his text, written to dispel this lie, to
explain, and to summon death, a text in whose beauty some were to see a proof of rationality (and hence grounds for

condemning him to death) and others a sign of madness (and hence grounds for shutting him up for life.)
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" Charles Foucault, Power / Knowledge, p.40. “Incarceration comes into existence to indoctrinate. The delinquent was
necessary to capitalism in many ways. Foucault hypothesizes that prisons exist to transform individuals. Instead of
transforming individuals into productive members of society, however, the transformation was to produce a criminal network
to protect capital interests and to increase contradictions between members of the working class. The original intent was to
make better, more moral, persons and the documents Foucault consults show this. But “the failure of the project was
immediate, and was realized virtually from the start. In 1820 it was already understood that the prisons, far from transforming
criminals into honest citizens, serve only to manufacture new criminals and to drive existing criminals even deeper into
criminality.”
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