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W.J. Woodhouse, “Aphrodisia” Tu Hastings, Dictionary of Religions and Ethics, Vol.1, pp.604-5. “With regard to the
nature of the cult, ethically considered, it is to be observed that much of the modern conception is based upon a radically
false notion, and the unguarded application to Hellenic practice of ill-understood Oriental phenomena. Until the decline
of Greek civilization, the cult of Aphrodite, so far as we know it from our literary or monumental sourees, was
indistinguishable in point of purity and austerity from that of Zeus or Athene, and was in this respect, in fact, on a higher
plane than that of Artemis. Rules of chastity, for example, were in some cases imposed upon her priestesses (Pausanias
2.10.4). In Cyprus, the image of the dead goddess was exposed, and then often due performance of certain rites she was
supposed to be restored to life. At Paphos, a ritual bath and mimic dance probably formed part of certain mysteries

which were celebrated.”



